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~-, ‘She Case of Margaret Byrne. 
“The prompt action of Mayor Woop. in the 


case of Mazcarer Byawe, the poor sewing- 
‘girl, is one of those instances of judicial in- 
which brings its own reward. 

a. Chief Magistrate is thus active in 
abe the wrongs of the unfriended 
teller; public sympathy is at once elicited, and 


e 


_, the warm heart of # large community throbs 
_ with satisfaction and pride towards the re- 


dresser. From the great difficulty with which 
effences of this kind are reached, they are 
p apt to be overlooked. They are ingeni- 
‘committed, as the Mayor correctly re- 

so that in nine cases out of ten— 

h of the worst class—criminal prose- 

can be avoided. Take for illustration 


case. A poor girl, in the desper- 


’ pcan do-even this she must, by some des- 
perate, perhaps final effort, raise two dollars— 
that: sum. being required as a deposit for the 
work taken out. With this in the hands of 

ther “@mployers* shd goes to work. By unre- 
SIETEAIe caer tans core coven ce eight 
shillings a week—that is her only return for 
fabor and capital, Look now atthe mons- 
trous oppression of the system. The em- 
ployer trades with the money of the employé, 
keeps all. the profits, extorts all the losses, 
and® can, by 2 dishonest quibble, force a mar- 
* ket for the produce by compelling the producer 
to purchase it. There is a direct object for 
feult With the work of the giri—a di- 

rect object for maintaining that the material 
entrusted to her has been spoiled : that object 
being—e certain sale and its certain profit. 
that men who give but a shilling 
for making. a shirt would hesitate in making 
this still greater extortion on labor would be 
absurd. That the consideration is great we 
know. One of the witnesses in the case of 
Matoaner Braye stated that sometimes five 
and six hundred girls. were employed, The 


_@umber is of course constantly changing : 


for “as one girl becomes disgusted with the 
another victim has to be procured, 


imposition, 
and is found all too readily. The industry of 


that nutnber are made. All or part of this 
crank oun ate option of the proprietor, be 


,, responsibility. 


ae Ve 


Sheth Ma'n shaied JANMA TA thks ence which 


cannot be dismissed 60 hopefully. Marou- 
net Bryans is but the representative of a 
largé and wretched sisterhoood forever moan- 
ing that sad, sad dirge : 
Stitch, 
~ at once noha tre d, 
roud as well as e Shirt. . 

The haggard cruel fact that in this metro- 
polis, where wealth and luxury are largely 
enjoyed and largely diffused; where enter- 
priee and benevolence go hand in hand, and 
where Charity, of all the virtues, is the one 
most practised ;—the stern clammy fact that 
here in New-York human beings can be found 
—aye, in thousands—anxious to toil from 
sun rise to nightfall fer one shilling! To earn 
that—God knews how honestly—and yet be 
pinched with hunger! This, in its awful ap- 
peal to the human heart, must command the 
serious attention of all men, and should, in its 
tearful ageny, commend itself to the sympathy 
ofall women. From the latter the ultimate 
remedy and permanent good must come. At 
this moment there are countless numbers of 
unoccupied needle-wemen who weuld gladly 
employ themselves in making shirts, like 
Mareoaret Byrne, for a shilling. Think of 
the misery, degradation, and wretchedness 
that must inevitably accompany all their in- 
dustry; think of the insignificance of God’s 
curse, that by the sweat of their brow they 
shall live, compared with man’s curse that by 
the sweat of their brow they shall starve. 
Think of the downward path opening, open- 
ing ever more beautiful as the upward one 
seems tyrannous, intolerable and unaatural. 
Think of these things, mothers and daughters 
of America. Ask yourselves if woman's only 
vocations are the menial’s or the slave’s.. Ask 
yourselves if her sphere of usefulness may 
not be enlarged; and then—compare tlie 
number of girls that serve you in a day's 
shopping, with the number of masculine yard 
sticks that leer at you in lazy largeness ! 

In commenting upon the unhappy case of 
Mancaret Byanzs, we thought we had 
reached the most groveling depths of human 
meanness ; but there is a deeper still. In this 
morning's paper we publish the complaint of 
another poor toiler, who was actually refused 
payment for shirts made according to con- 
tract at siz cents each ! 
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The McGoverm Case—Was Any One te 
Blame 1 

To the Editor of the New-York Daily Times : 

It is with regret that I observe in your pa- 
pera notice of the McGovern matter as “the 
Demilt Dispensary case,” when but a slight atten- 
tion to the facts would.satisfy any one that the 
™ ” is in no manner or degree responsi- 
dle for, of connected with “the case.” No “student” 
is or ever has been in anywise connected with the 

» nor was Mrs. McGovern 2 patient of 
that institution, or her case one which falls within 
the duties of its physicians to attend ta. Depend’ 
ant es it is on the confidence ef the charitable fer 
support, (while shrinking from no thorough investi- 
gation,) I cannot silently allow it to be made the 
“ scape-goat” of any individual. Knowing what I 
do of the facts, J challenge proof of any censurable 
act either of omission or commission on th® part of 
the “ Demilt Dispensary ” + ae 


Yours, &e., 


President Mature is justly jealous of the 
reputation of the excellent charity over which 
he presides. _ Bat when we alluded to it as to 
the “ Demilt Dispensary Case,” we did only 
what nine men in the street out of every ten 
who might be speaking of the matter would 
be likely todo. President Marner challenges 
proof of any censurable act on the part of 
the employées of the Dispensary. We are 
happy to have none to offer. Still there is 
one point—since we are challenged—that is 
not quite .clear to us. When the patient’s 
messenger called at the Dispensary, and a 
student was sent; not from the’ Dispensary, 
but by one of the Dispensary “physicians, 
doubtless the patient thought her attendant 
‘was from the Dispensary, and every one will 
say that, in case the student met with any 
difficulty, the gentleman who sent him should 
have stood by to éndorse, as it were, his fit- 
ness for the duty. To the attendance of stu- 
dents of medicine in such cases, there can be 
no proper objection if they have the confi- 
dence of experienced practitioners, who are 
willing to assume) the responsibility in case 
of ‘difficulty ; and certainly no practitioner 
should send his inexperienced assistant or 
friend, if he intends to shirk out from that 
Here the Dispensary was 
weak, and if the explanation which we pub- 


| lished some days since from the Dispensary 


was a true statement, it would not be a very 


i+ | serious matter to accept the “ challenge,” and 


offer said explanation as “ proof.”| 
There is never need that inexperienced per: 
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sphere of practice, instead of this, 
entrust such patient te the care of a student, 
devoted and faithful as he might have been, 
but for whose acts he declares hi elf irre-' 
sponsible—is 80 very extraordinary 
cinemas seems the mero tenable 
one, 

have sgbhinie to | 
Lying-in Asylum from 
nently before the oo por i nor jets 
any such necessity exist were information 
furnished through the proper ‘channels. If 
this be not done it is surely a false delicacy— 
e cruel fastidiousness, w 
from those poor females, who, at a time of 
peculiar solicitude, and often of danger, have 
no one on whose skilful intelligence they can 
rely, the knowledge that would enable them 
to obtain the gratuitous services of able and 
experienced physicians, 

Were the case of Etizs McGovgen one of 
rare or exceptional occurrences) thése re- 
marks would be less called fot,—that it is not 
80, every physician who practices much 
among the poor can testify. 

Various causes tend to produce too great 
an indifference to the welfare of such patients. 
The wealthy,and benevolent public knew but 
little of them. They are seldom visited ex- 
cept by the physicians attached te eur public 
charities, who are supposed to. enjoy an im- 
munity from the ordinary effects of exposure 
to filth, vermin and contagion, and te pos- 
sess & physical insensibility to random “ hits” 
of shillelahs, wielded im dark cellars under 
“ spiritual” influences. They are required to 
be men of good standing in, the profession, 
and to have passed through a thorough prac- 
tical training, while their arduous. and often 
hazardous duties are never adequately re- 
warded. Many of them whose whole time 
is devoted to thesé charities, receive pit- 
tances which hod carriers or "long shoremen 
would scorn, yet while they retain their con- 
nection with these institutions they are 
morally bound to bestow the same judicious 
care on their charity patients that they would 
render to those who can afford to reward 
their labors with princely magnificence. 

Our readers may wonder that the proceed- 
ings on the Coroner’s resxamination, of 
which we published a beginning on Tuesday, 
have not been continued. The. explanation 
is simple. The Coroner, feeling that he could 
not properly, under the circumstances, hold a 
new inquest, yet urged to a reéxamination by 
those who insisted upon it as a matter of 
justice, proceeded with closed doors. All re- 
porters have been excluded. 
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Chartism—What it is, 

Parliamentary Reform, as carried in 1832 
by a compromise—the Tory Peers abstaining 
from voting against it, at the special request 
of Witiiam IV.— was not such a full measure 
of improvement as the British public expect- 
ed, desired, or were entitled to. For over 
forty years, (that is, from the time when 
Wit.1am Prrt, its early advocate, had turned 
against it,) the Tories had earnestly resisted 
it. During all that long recess, its support- 
ers—nick-named Radicals, because they went 
for Radical Reform, or were under a cloud— 
were voted factious, and looked on so coldly 
by people in power that even Cannine him- 
self, though he had latterly and gradually so 
liberalized his opinions that his former col- 
leagues made it a pretext for separating from 
him when he became Premier, resisted Par- 
liamentary Reform to his dying day. After 
two years of exciting legislative and popular 
strife, which sometimes verged  on..Revolu- 
tion, it was carried by the Whigs. But their 
enactment—partly owing to concessions en- 
grafted on it to weaken Tory opposition, 
partly to an oligarchio. dread of giving too 
much power to the masses—was but a half- 
measure, after all. 

From the very first, the People (who had 
swelled the cuckoo-cry of “The Bill, the 
whole Bill, and nothing but the Bill!) were 
discontented with it. True, it abolished cer- 
tain pocket-boroughs over which Tory influ- 
ence had established a mastery; through 
property. But it perpetuated certain Whig 
Peers and rich Commoners as masters ‘of, 
and dictators in, other rotten boroughs. The 
actual gain to the People was that such great 
towns, with vast population, as Manchester, 
Birmingham, Sheffield, Leeds, (and .a few 
more,) obtained the privilege of returning 
members to Parliament. 
passed, was declared by the Whigs in office 
to be “a final measure ;”. and popular con- 
tempt fixed upon Lord Joun Russsxx, official 
mouth-piece of that declaration, the adhesive 
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|| Yariably vote in favor of the Aristocracy and: 


against the People. Add pensioners, sine- 
curists, and persons’ holding naval or military 


rank, andthe fall tale of 600 will be made} — 


“up, leaving no more than the odd 1658 rea/ 


‘representatives of “the Commons of Great: 


BritainandIreland.” 

It may be cited, a8 2 curious and striking 
illustration ef John Bull’s hereditary, almost 
innate, subserviency to whatever is connect- 
‘ed with the Nobility, that Chartism has never 
gone to the length of demanding the exclu- 
sien of Peers’ relatives. from the House of 
Commons—although, without such exclu- 
sion, the Branch of the British Legislature 
never can truly represent ‘the People. The 
discontented have simply and solely gone for 
the reform of the more obvious abuses. 

The Charter, for which the objectors to 


, this state of things contend, contains what 


are technically called the Five Points. They 
are classed as follows : 

Y. Annual Parliaments. 

2. Vote by Ballot. 

3. Universal Suffrage. 

4. No Property Qualification for Members. 

5. Payment of Members. 

At present, by a special enactment, no 
Parliament can last longer than seven years. 
The Prime Minister can dissolve it at any 
period within this time ; but om the average, 
owing to changes of the Administration, no 
Parliament, during the last half century, has 
sat for more than three years. 

Open voting is the present rule at the elec- 
tions. The ballot has been loudly demanded 
as a protection to voters, and, in the House 
of Commons itself, a large number, though 
not a majority of the members, have declared 
themselves in favor ef it. 

The third demand is Universal Suffrage— 
that every man who has attained theage of 
twenty-one shall have a vote for the election 
of a representative in Parliament. . At pres- 
ent, in the British Islands, the possession of 
@ certain amount of property, of the tenancy 
of land or houses, not beneath a certain in- 
come, qualifies ¢ man to vote. (his restric- 
tion acts unjustly, because unequally—to say 
nothing of the anomaly of the vote actually 
being for the property, not for the men. For 
example, the metropolitan County of England, 
(Middlesex, ) containing a population of 2,000,- 
000, has less than 16,000 electors, who return 
two members—exactly the same number rce- 
turned for the small County of Rutland, by 
1,800 electors, out of 22,983 inhabitants. 
Again, the petty borough of Honiton, with 
3,427 inhabitants, (out of whom only 273 are 
qualified to voteg sends two members’ te 
Parliament, while Salford, adjoining the city 
of Manchester, has only one member re- 
turned by 2,950 electors, out of 85,108 inhabi- 
tants. Chartism seeks te amend this injus- 
tice and inconsistency, by adapting Parlia- 
mentary representation to population. 

The necessity for each member having a 
property qualification is another grievance 
which Chartism would fain remove. In Scot- 
land alone, may a member be returned to 
Parliament without being able to show, on 
oath, that he possesses £600 a year, if he is 
to represent a county, and £300 a year if he 
is to sit for a city or borough. But the ex- 
ception, in favor of Scotland, is very small, 
there being only 53-members for the whole of 
that country, while there are 605 for England, 
Wales and Ireland. Thus, should any con- 
stituency in these parts of the United King- 
dom unanimously elect, as their Parliament- 
ary representative, a man of character, talent 
and principle, in whom they place unbounded 
confidence, he cannot take his seat in the 
House of Commons, unless he shows that he 
possesses £600 a year, if returned for a 
county, and half that annual income if for a 
city or borough. True it is, that even 
in. the present Parliament, there are 
several. members who really do not 
own an acre of land. How, then, 
have they shown the property qualification ! 
Have they deceived the Legislature! Have 
they sworn falsely?. No. They have evaded 
perjury and taken their seats on a nominal 
qualification: It is easy enough for a man to 
obtain a legal grant of a fictitious qualifica- 
tion. If he thinks he has a chance of being 
elected, the ‘party to which he belongs will 
easily procure him a rent-charge for the re- 
quisite amount on the property of some land- 
owner on the same side of politics—the parch- 
ment conveyance never leaves the party who 
grants it—the candidate, however, can swear 
that he is legally possessed of the property it 
seems to grant. Thus, several gentlemen 
énter Parliament, from time to time, on false 
pretences,—in plain words, their first action 
is a6 near a fraud on the Legislature as wieked 


Shits noliog of tho W high, the based prinaigien 
on which Chartism is based. If they should 
do this, all the ultra-liberals will join with 
them. — 

Is Chartism Republican? By no means. 
Mr. Duncomss, its Parliamentary child and 
champion, has swotn allegiance to the British 
Monarch over and over again. So did Frar- 
ous O'Connor: Many of the Chartist leaders 
hold republican opinions, Exnest Jowss, 
however, does not. All that Chartism avow- 
edly strives for is the amended Parliamentary 
representation of the people, on the basis we 
have here indicated. That great failure,.the 
Chartist monster meeting of April 10, 1848, 
though s demonstration in faver of the then 
recent revolution in France, was not a repub- 
lican affair, either in speeches or action, as 
regards England. Grant the Chartists what 
they claim—and that is not much, after all— 
and the concession, instead ef weakening 


will strengthen the Monarchy in England. In 


time, ne doubt, it will abridge the usurped 
power of the Oligarchy. 
EE 
' Free Academy for Females. 

The Beard of Education, last evening, con- 
sidered for a while the proptiety of appoint- 
ing a Committee to inquire agg 
ency of establishing a Free Academy for 
Females. The resolution was introduced, 
and ably supported, by Commissioner San- 
won. Commissioner McCastny frowned 
upon it, and pronounced it as Buncomb, after 
which, of course, it was laid upon the table. 
We trust, however, it will recover breath 
at some early day. The project is one for 
which there is a vigorous demand. Put into 
operation, it would do excellent service for 
education, and for the sex which is so piti- 
fully at the mercy of unscrupulous shopmen 
and petty tyrants. Facilities for the better 
education of females would indirectly, but 
early, relieve much distress in our commu- 
aity, and do harm to none. 


(a 
Musical. 

Acapemy or Musto.—The preduction of 
“La Favorita” ‘last night must be viewed as & 
circumstance intended merely for the introduction 
of anew singer to the public. Even for that pur- 
pose we doubt if the selection was a wise one. 
Comparisons cannot well be avoided when one 
rendition of a known opera like this follows an- 
other so quickly. “With thts, however, we have 
nothing to do. 

In speaking of Signorina VEsTva.ti as Leonora, 
we find ourselves under the necessity of rehears- 
ing much that we said concerning that artiste on. 
her first appeerance in America as Arsace in 
“‘ Semiramide.” The latter character was by far 
the best for bringing out the genuine quality of 
abe ape mame th 
is certainly in her natural register. . The favorable 
impression produced on the OE galy ak 
was entirely preserved ‘last night, so far as 
Signorina VEsTVALI's voice was concerned. 
That she will beeome a popular contralto there 
ean be but little doubt, but whether she will 
be able to extend her repertoire so as to embrace 
soprano parts may be questioned. Her only real 
success last night was in the air O mio Fernando, 
which she sang in a smooth cantabile manner, bring- 
ing out the lower tones with fullness and effect. In 
the dramatic portions of the performance we ne- 
ticed the same exuberant motions and excessive 
ease to which we referred in our previous notice, 
and also seme of the same vulgarities of vocalism. 
Time, practice and wholesome criticism will 
mouify these defects, leaving us an undoubtedly 
beautiful woman, with a beautiful voice. In con- 
clusion, we may add that Signorina Vestva.i's 
début at the Academy was a success rather of pro- 
mise than performance. A little additional study 
will materially improve hes rendition of Leonere. 

Bignor Lonint as Fernando was decidedly gc- 
ceptable. He poaséssés more melodiousness than 
appears to be fashionable among tenors at present ; 
—the modern school incliniag to the cultivation of 
the roar rather than the voice. 
the time, and a little flatting towards the end, are 
the only exception we take to a careful, artistic and 
excellent performance. Spirito gentil was deser- 
vedly encored. f 

CoLuETt: as Balthazar, and that reliable artiste, 
BapD14.l, as the King, were alike excellent. The 
chorus moderately good (except the chorus of 
nobles, which was moderately bad, the orchestra 
admirable ; indeed, it would have been difficult to 
have got through some portions of the first act, but 
for the admirable tact and quickness of Max Ma- 
RETZEK, who seems to possess the happy faculty of 
adapting himself-to any kind of emergency. 

The house was well attended, and the ' audience 
remained to the last, « certain proof that they 
were satisfied. 


<< ——____ 
Medical College Commencement. 

This evening the Commencement of the 
New-York Medieal College takes place in the Col- 
lege buildings in Thirteenth-street, just below 
Fourth-avenue. The address will be delivered by 
Dr. Henny’ G. Cox, Physician-in-Chief to. the 
Ward’s Island Hospital. The exercises of such 
occasions are always interesting. If we remember 
aright, the late Judge Enwarps, who was Vice- 
President of the Board of Trustees, presided last 
year. The public are invited to.attend.. No tick- 
ets are necessary to obtain admittance. ‘ 
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Fires Yesterday. 
A varnish and oil factery, corner of Seventh- 
street and Avenue B,-was considerably damaged by 
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